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-Holhrool{ Basin Area Soon To Hum 
'1,With Oil Exploration Activities 

• ...,,- By GIG KNEELAND Plans for the drilling of 10 wild- gotiated a long-time lease with 
.. : Arizona's vast 3- million. acre cat wells, with at least two of completion· drilling commitments 

Hobrook basin may soon see wide- them ~o be start- from the Attec Land & Cattle Co. 
d .1 1 . ti . ed pnor to Sept. and the New Mexico & Arizona 

.. rsprea 01 exp oration ac vity. I, have been re- Land Co., for huge parcels of the 
ported from New 700,000 acres of northeastern Ari-
Mexico's oil cen- zona which now are held by those 
ters of Farming- two companies. 
ton a n d Albu- Reports from ollmen are that 
querque. Pan American is joined by at least 

Involved in the four other major companies. 
p r o g r a m are Pan American's reported share 

· s u c h big-name is a 75,000-acre block of leases. 
: c o m p anies as Q 1 · Kneeland ALBUQUER UE oi interests 
, P a n American . report the program calls initially 

Petroleum Corp., Sunray Mid- f th d ·11" f f II "th 
C f t O"l Co d Kerr-McGee or e n mg 0 our we s, w1 

<;>n men .i ·•an another four to be spudded in 
Oil Industries, Inc. later. 

Pan American and a~ undesig- lnvolved in the program by the 
nated number of associated com- combined majors is an area cover
panies, are reported to have ne- ing about 140 townships, each of 

36 sections with 640 acres to the 
section. However, only fragments 
of this huge area are said to be 
under lease negotiations fronted 
by Pan American. 

Kerr-McGee of Oklahoma, which 
took over an estimated 100,000 
acres of leases in the Holbrook I 
Basin, is expected to start di'illing 
soon in the Nine-Mile Anticline 
area about 25 miles east of Hol
brook. 

THIS ANTICLINE, which is m 
Ranges 25 and 26 East, Township 
18 North, was originally geolo
gized by ~~H~. Kerr-Mc
Gee last week was reported offer
ing an over-ride percentage plus 
assignment purchases up to $5 an 
acre, for speculative leases held 
in the anticline area. 

Kerr-McGee also holds six shut
in wells-south of Navajo in Apache 
Coutny. All of these, it is said, are 
capable of producing hmm_ and 
nitro e as. In addition, at least 
three have been drilled to base
ment where natura1 gas and oil 
were reported likely. However, 
Kerr-McGee has made no official 
announcement regarding the find
ings. 

Also in the Holbrook area, Besoll 
Co. has filed its drilling bond and 
obtained a state permit to con
tinue drilling on its No. 1 Perkins 
(fee land) wildcat about 3 miles 
west of Holbrook and along U.S.-
66 Highway. 

In a previous wildcat, west of 
the Perkins site, Besoil has sued I 
Ha!Uburton Oil Well Cementing 
Co. for more than $1 million on 
'the charge that Halliburton dam
aged ·the well and prevented pro
duction. This suit now is pending 
in federal court at Phoenix. 


